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MARYLEBONE INFIRMARY.

TREATMENT OF CANDIDATES AND HOUSE

SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET. ,

SIR:&mdash;In his letter of last week, your cor-
respondent, signing himself" AN OBSERVER,"
altogether overlooks the most flagrant fea-
ture in the case. A defence, which is wor-
thy of the act, maybe setup for the rejection
of a gentleman claiming to possess " the

highest qualifications," on the ground that
a strict adherence to the letter of the adver-
tisement was not observed: but far greater I
ingenuity, it is suspected, will be needed to i
explain satisfactorily the refusal to admit, as I
a candidate merely, a gentleman who held all
the specafic qualifications, and in every re-

spect came within the terms of the adver-
tisement,-one who, very recently, when a
similar vacancy occurred, was the only per-
son, besides the successful candidate, who
was admitted as eligible to compete for the ’
office, which may fairly have been claimed
as an additional commendation this time.
This rejection, however, was as unceremo-
nious as it was unjust, notwithstanding the
same scrutineers presided, the same adver-
tisement had appeared, and precisely the 
same qualifications were advanced, on both
occasions. The disqualification of a party
thus situated is matter of something more
than surprise or astonishment; it is matter
almost of disgust. If the case of" AN OB-
SERVER" furnishes presumptive evidence,
surely this carries a conviction, of jobbing.
That a line of conduct, equally honour-

able, is pursued towards the successful can-
didates at these elections (which are neither
few nor far between), may be fairly inferred
from the unsavoury fact of this office having
been twice vacant within the short space of
four months. Some of the initiated could,
perhaps, throw further light on the subject.
The personal complaints of ill-used and dis-
appointed individuals can effect but little
good. They are only so many fruitless
probings of an unwholesome sore, which for
its cure requires to be freely laid open in
THE LANCET.-I am, Sir, yours respectfully,

CAUSTIC.
June 24th, 1837.

To the EditorTo the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;In reference to your note ap-

pended to my letter, in the last number of
THE LANCET, I beg to state, that Dr. Mur-
ray was the gentlemen alluded to as being
possessed of the highest qualifications for
the office of house-surgeon in the Mm’yle-!
bone Infirmary. He was formerly an as-

sistant-surgeon in the army, and was re-
commended in the strongest terms by Sir

James M4Grigor, as being eminently quali.
fied for the situation, application having
been made to that worthy Baronet by the
Board of Guardians to recommend a fit and
proper person for the office. In support of
the truth of my former statement, I can,
with great confidence, refer to the members
of the Committee, more particularly to the
medical gentlemen who were on the Com-
mittee on that occasion. I have now to re-
turn you my best thanks for the courtesy
which your were kindly pleased to show
me, by giving insertion to my former com-
munication in the pages of your valuable
periodical. I have the honour to be, Sir,
with great respect, AN OBSERVER.
June 19th, 1837.

CURE OF HYDROCELE BY PUNCTURE AND THE
TOPICAL APPLICATION OF THE HYDRIODATE

OF POTASS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR:&mdash;In your analysis (LANCET, April 29th)

of M. Velpeau’s Memoir " On the Treatment
of Hydrocele with injections of a solution of
Iodine, and trial of Acupuncture and Coni-
pression," it is stated that " the prepara-
tions of iodine, employed topically in cases
of hydrocele, have been lately found effica-
cious in producing the absorption of the
fluid whose presence constitutes that dis-
ease." With regard to the topical applica-
tion of this remedy in cases of hydrocele, I
think the claim to its first adoption clearly
belongs to myself, for I cannot ascertain
that a similar plan of treating this complaint
had ever been practised prior to the publi-
cation of my case in THE LANCET of August
14th, 1835. At all events, I had neither
seen it used, nor had read of its local appli-
cation, in such cases, before the time at
which I adopted its employment; but since
that time a somewhat similar plan of treat-
ment has been had recourse to by Dr. Hacket,
of Newry, which is published in THE
LANCET, of Feb. 15th, 1837. AsDr.Stewart
claims a priority for Mr. Martin of Calcutta,
for his first employment of iodine injections
in the cure of hydrocele, and Mr. D. Lewis,of London, that of acupuncture, I think it
will not be considered too presumptuous on
my part to say, that I believe that mine is
the first recordedcase of a Rradical cure of
hydrocele being effected by puncture, and
the topical application of the hydriodate of
potass. However, as those gentlemen claim
their respective rights as to the pre.
cedence of the different plans first adopted
and practised respecting iodine injections
and acupuncture in hydrocele, it is but fair
and reasonable that I should be allowed my
claim of being the first to direct the atten-
tion of the profession to the local application


